RABINDRANATH   TAGORE
taken as a whole, we see the picture of the whole life and W
depicted from his view-point.
Love and death are the eternal themes of poetry. Men are
happy when they love, but tremble before death. This raises the
problem for philosophy as well. In the Katha Upanisad the
question, what becomes of man after death, is raised and the
answer to it is valued as higher than even the undivided
sovereignty of the earth. But \vhat is the nature of love? If the
nature of death, too, is the same in essence, or if the process of
death can be turned into that of love, do not love and death
ultimately become identical? Is not the fear of death then over-
come? And does not death become as pleasant as love? That it
does is wliat Rabindranath Tagore wants to prove. It is the basic
idea of his works. No love is true unless the lover is prepared to
sacrifice and surrender his self to his beloved object. It is there-
fore the same in essence as the death of his ego. Death is fearful
when we value our petty individual self as superior to the universal
Self, that is, when we do not love God; otherwise, it would be the
same as love.
This is the truth of the cult of Ihakti or devotion advocated by
Vaisnavism, as Tagore interprets it. The Supreme Being is a
Person. He is full of love; his nature is love. He makes his advances
in innumerable ways. Only, we have to understand them. Tagore's
poetry depicts the various ways in which the Supreme Person
expresses his nature.
We are concerned with the philosophical side of Tagore's ideas.
His chief philosophical works are SdHhana, Creative Unity, Per-
sonality, and the Religion of Man, Gitdnjali, his famous work, is
a philosophical poem. The theism of Rabindranath Tagore is said
by some to be a borrowing from Christianity. But this opinion has
been once for all disproved; for it was based on the wrong assump-
tion that India had no theism of its own. The discovery of the
importance of Vaisnavism, besides that of Saiva theism, among
Hindu religions, with its cult of Ihakti or devotion, gave the lie to
it. It has of course to be admitted that the Brahma Samaj was to
a certain extent influenced by Christianity. But the influence
went only so far as to make the theistic elements of ancient
Hinduism popular with the learned leaders of the Brahma Samaj.
But Tagore does not belong to that branch of the Brahma Samaj
over which Christianity had any influence. "He belongs to the
Adi or original Brahma Samaj, which drew its inspiration from
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